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The Rector Major after his arrival in Chennai, September 2022
Photo by Dominic Matthews

The Little City of the Beatitudes

Within the megapolis of Chennai (Madras), amid the enormous industrial complexes and magnificent temples
and in the exciting atmosphere of city life, there lies a luminous sliver of truly Salesian goodness.

THE MESSAGE OF THE RECTOR MAJOR DON ÁNGEL FERNÁNDEZ ARTIME, SDB

The story began many years ago following the infamous First
World War, in a little town high in the mountains of Italy, in a
dignified poor family of thirteen children. One evening, after
the children had been served their portion of polenta, one of
them realized that their parents did not have any. "Why do you
and Daddy have empty plates?" he asked his mom. She
answered, "We are not hungry tonight." "Then neither am I
hungry," he said, as he ran out into the barnyard in the
darkness of the night. His mom caught up to him followed by
his dad. It was then that little Orfeo said decisively, "If I become
a priest, I will work only for the poor, for those who are hungry,
just as I am hungry this evening!"

Orfeo Mantovani entered the Salesian novitiate and left for the
Salesian missions in India in 1934. India became his second and
most beloved homeland. His bishop, Louis Mathias, was
another Salesian giant. He had the beard of the patriarchs and
was a courageous man. He immediately granted Fr. Mantovani
his wish by entrusting to him the most squalid areas of Madras.

Don Orfeo got to work immediately. On the ground next to
a train station, blackened by old coal deposits, he started to
gather street urchins, those who were abandoned by
everyone and who could not take it any longer. Among
them, he launched his challenge to the "black tiger" —the
desperate hunger of run-down neighborhoods.

In this way, the Salesian with the meek smile founded, a
little at a time as Don Bosco did, his Center for social relief.
It had day and night elementary schools, a free clinic and
hospital, a leprosarium, and a festive oratory. After he died,
another Salesian took his place, then another, and another
after him. This is the beauty of a large religious family. The
site became a citadel of loving charity.

Just a few weeks, ago I entered that citadel in Chennai. For
me, it was a magnificent experience. The work bears the
name "The Beatitudes" and is known as the Salesian house
into which one enters at age three and from which one
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fifteen Salesian communities! Among
these, there are parishes, middle and high
schools, technical schools, oratories,
youth centers, social assistance centers
for children and youth-at-risk, houses of
formation, and even a seminary. The
archbishop, the clergy, and the laity, both
Christian and non-Christian, greatly
appreciate and value the many works
carried out by the Salesians, in particular
their concern for youth ministry, for the
mission carried out for service to the
poorest, and for the excellent flagship
schools that provide quality instruction
for all.

All this speaks to me of the beauty of the
Gospel that is passed down throughout
the world, often with the strength of
charity carried out in silence; it speaks to
me of Don Bosco and how important it
was to him to reach the most remote
corners of the world. I never tire of
recalling that our Salesian Family, Don
Bosco’s sons and daughters, is present
today in 134 countries, 72 percent of all
the countries in the world —and that this
began in a time when there but few
Salesians. Notwithstanding the small
number, Don Bosco still sent out his first
missionary group to Argentina to go to
the Italian immigrants and then to reach
the indigenous tribes. If we had remained
only in Italy, Don Bosco’s charism would
not be what it is today.

I end this writing with the words spoken
one day by a Hindu public official: "If the
Christian religion can produce men such
as Don Mantovani, it has to be divine."

Affectionately,
Don Angel

leaves only at the end of one’s life, for
the meeting with our Lord. They say
here: under Don Bosco’s smiling gaze
"from the womb to the tomb."

Perhaps what I am writing will surprise
you. I admired the work of the Salesians
and the service they give to thousands of
families, children, teens, young adults,
and the elderly. This is all a fruit of the
collaboration among three
congregations in the Salesian Family:
this is its freshness and richness! Here,
the Salesians of Don Bosco, the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians,
and the congregation of the Sisters of
Maria Auxiliatrix, the SMA; all work
together.

Beginning at three years of age, children
attend the grammar school run by the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians,
who also care for teenage girls. The
Sisters of Maria Auxiliatrix assist elderly
men and women who have no source of
welfare and no other place to live out the
end of their days. The Salesian priests
and brothers care for boys and girls of
varying ages as well as taking in street
children. Of course, besides all this, they
visit the extremely poor families in the
area and take care of the parish.

All that happens there makes it seem to
be, in a certain sense, a "little Salesian
city." I remained profoundly touched
and promised them that I would speak of
it to make it known because, as we
learned from Don Bosco, the good that is
done must be made known.

I appreciate and value very much the
collaboration that has begun among

these three congregations of our
Salesian Family. What matters here is
not who owns the land or the
buildings but the good that is done —
and is done together —going out to
meet the poorest and most fragile
(here we think of those elderly persons
who make us understand what frailty
and insecurity are). If it were not for
that little paradise called "The
Beatitudes," which God had in mind
for them, frailty, poverty, and
insecurity would have the last word.

Whoever reflects on the Village of the
Beatitudes cannot but marvel at the
results brought about by a little shared
love. Every day, food for 300 elderly
persons is guaranteed, over 1,000
children are served, and over 15,000
people find relief for various needs,
"all at zero cost." Those who enter into
this Village of the Beatitudes see with
their own eyes these "fifty years of
daily miracles." The mottoes that
characterize this house are: "Serving
those who are ill is the best prayer"
(Fr. Mantovani), "No one has the right
to be happy all by himself," and "It is
possible to give without love, but it is
not possible to love without giving."

The people hold that the Village of the
Beatitudes is a tangible expression of
the Salesians’ fidelity to serving the
poor and also a concrete manifestation
of Divine Providence on their behalf.
For the young of the shanty towns, it is
an oasis. It is a church, school,
playground on which to learn how to
play soccer, a gymnasium, and a home.

To think that in Chennai we have
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Participants in this year's October Salesian Leadership Retreat (SLR) at the Mary Help of Christians Chapel at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY
Photo by Salesian Youth Ministry

Global Compact 
on Education and Don Bosco’s Preventive System

BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB

On September 12, 2019, Pope Francis issued an appeal to all
those engaged in the field of education to "dialogue on how we
are shaping the future of our planet and the need to employ the
talents of all, since all change requires an educational process
aimed at developing a new universal solidarity and a more
welcoming society" (Message for the Launch of the Compact on
Education). He followed that appeal by spending the next two
years building the foundations and promoting the basic
understandings that give form to an education for our people. 

On May 10, 2021, Pope Francis welcomed educators and
religious leaders from around the world to a dialogue on
education at World Teachers’ Day sponsored by UNESCO. At
that meeting, Pope Francis proposed an initiative of a Global
Compact on Education in order “to rekindle our dedication for
and with young people, renewing our passion for a more open
and inclusive education, including patient listening,
constructive dialogue, and better mutual understanding”. He
invited everyone "to unite our efforts in a broad educational
alliance, to form mature individuals capable of overcoming

division and antagonism, and to restore the fabric of
relationships for the sake of more fraternal humanity."

The Salesian Family is part of that initiative toward a
Global Compact on Education. As Don Bosco’s followers, we
come to this dialogue with a valuable contribution from our
Salesian Family tradition: the Preventive System. On
Thursday, November 10, and Friday, November 11, we will
have an opportunity to take part in a seminar dedicated to
exploring the contributions Don Bosco’s Preventive System
makes to the Global Compact on Education. These
contributions are well expressed in Salesian Family
documents and effectively applied by Don Bosco’s sons and
daughters throughout the world.

The seminar on the Global Impact on Education and Don
Bosco’s Preventive System can be followed on YouTube, on
Thursday, November 10, and Friday, November 11, at 10:00
am Eastern time. Please click here or on the image on the
next page to register for the workshop. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/55428/mary-help-of-christians
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScafqHTb3I1cMBCYYfEl9Fx3175BJWjfXfOYC8StwjjrMNTrA/viewform
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Salesian Missions Director Fr. Gus Baek and Accounting Director Nicole Bridgewater
Photo by Julia St. Clair

Truly, Fr. Cappelletti dedicated his entire life to Salesian
Missions and helped the office to settle down. After his
retirement in 1997, he remained a beloved member of the
SUE Province’s New Rochelle community and Salesian
Missions family up until his death in 2013.

“He was such a presence here, even after retirement,” Joann
Oliva, executive secretary to Salesian Missions’ current and
ninth director, Fr. Gus Baek, reflected. “He was such a nice
man who was always on the grounds and occasionally
offered Mass for employees in the mission office chapel.”

Today, Salesian Missions is recognized internationally for
its service to millions of the world’s poorest and neediest
children and families. “It’s important for us to remember
our mission statement wherever we help our missionaries
and mission projects,” Fr. Gus noted.

Salesian Missions has a lot of chapel projects that oversee
the construction of many chapels built each year. These
chapels are built in remote areas in mission territories,
such as jungles and swamps. Additionally, Fr. Gus recently
approved drilling a borewell at a school and parish
community, which will provide clean water for thousands

Salesian Missions has been a cornerstone of the SUE Province—
and the entire Congregation—for generations. Seventy-five
years ago, Fr. James O’Loughlin started the mission office
within a room inside the Salesian Provincial Center in New
Rochelle, NY.  He would go on to be the first director of Salesian
Missions and was succeeded by Fr. A. Joseph Louis six years
later. 

In 1959, Fr. Edward Cappelletti became Salesian Missions’ third
director. Throughout his 32 years in the role, Fr. Cappelletti
carried Salesian Missions into further prominence. It was also
during this time that the office moved into its current building,
which overlooks Echo Bay, and a new office of the Agency for
International Development opened in Washington, D.C.

Salesian Missions Celebrates 
75 Years of Mission and Service

BY JULIA ST. CLAIR, 
SUE PROVINCE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Salesian Preventive System Poster
Designed by Agenzia Info Salesiana (ANS)

While registering, please list the province as "SUE." Although
the registration form is in Spanish, the workshop will be held
in four languages, including English and French.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScafqHTb3I1cMBCYYfEl9Fx3175BJWjfXfOYC8StwjjrMNTrA/viewform
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(from left to right) Br. Bernie Dubé, Br. Tom Sweeney, Br. Sal Sammarco, and Br. Rob Malusa
Photo by Thulio Donizete Fonseca Silva

1.) How did you feel when you were invited to take part in
the canonization of St. Artemides Zatti?
Well, I was totally surprised. I didn't expect it. At an
anniversary celebration, I received a couple of gifts. I didn’t
open these gifts until I came home. In an envelope, I found
a card with an invitation from the Rector Major for all the
Salesian Brothers to go to Rome to attend the canonization
of Br. Artemides Zatti. The Rector Major was paying all the
expenses of lodging and transportation to the different
places we were going to visit! As I read the invitation, I
thought of calling my sister, a Daughter of Charity. I said to
her, "You are not going to believe this!" After I shared with
her the good news, she said: "Holy Mackerel! This is

of people in Lilongwe, Malawi, in Zambia.

A few years ago, Fr. Gus traveled to Africa and saw the need for
humanitarian support firsthand. “There’s a great need for
food,” Fr. Gus implored. “In Tanzania, children eat dry corn at
lunchtime, and I was sad to see that was their lunch.” Fr. Gus
would love to one day establish a cornbread bakery program for
all African Salesian institutes.

Another important cause close to Fr. Gus’ heart is education,
especially in Salesian institutes in need of updated equipment.
“There are schools that currently operate with outdated
machines from the 1950s and 1960s,” Fr. Gus lamented. “You
cannot operate technical institutes without good machines.” It
is Fr. Gus’ dream to fix this and provide institutes with updated
technology. “I will ask my non-governmental organization
(NGO) contacts in Korea to work together with Salesian
Missions. They can get machines from a company and ship
them. Then, Salesian Missions would help with shipping and
costs.”

This dream to better equip and more adequately provide for the
schools so that they can grow is something Fr. Gus would love
Salesian Missions to accomplish in another 75 years. “It would
be wonderful to have a more systematic higher education
system,” he beamed. “Some graduates give back as they
contribute and work at Salesian institutes. The children we
work with in the future now can grow to be leaders in society
and work with Salesian Missions.”

Fr. Gus remains grateful to Fr. O’Loughlin and everyone who
first began Salesian Missions’ work 75 years ago. Don Bosco
would be very happy to see the office carry his spirit and
mission through their work with poor, young people. “He
reminded us to always remember our Salesian identity, the
Preventive System, and to be good and upright citizens,’ Fr. Gus
remarked.

Salesian Missions will host a 75th Anniversary Celebration on
Tuesday, November 22, at the Greentree Country Club in New
Rochelle. Currently, the Rector Major is scheduled to be in
attendance, and Fr. Mike Conway, Provincial Treasurer will be
the MC for the evening.

“It’s going to be a good time,” Mrs. Oliva exclaimed! Fr. Gus
added, “Indeed, it will truly be a momentous occasion with
smiles and blessings shining down from Don Bosco, St.
Artemides Zatti, Fr. O’Loughlin, Fr. Cappeletti, and all
those in the Salesian Family who watch over us from the
Salesian Garden.”

An Interview with Br. Tom Sweeney
on the Canonization of 

St. Artemides Zatti
BY FR. TOM DUNNE, SDB
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Banner of St. Artemides Zatti hangs on the day of his canonization in St. Peter's Square
Photo by Alessia Bruno

amazing what is going to happen to you." As I hung up, I
realized that this was a once-in-a-lifetime gift! For me, going
to the canonization of a Salesian Brother in St. Peter's Square
was a mind-blowing experience.

2.) You had the unusual blessing of celebrating the
canonization of a Salesian Brother at the same time as your
golden anniversary (50 years) of profession as a Salesian
Brother. Did the coming together of those two celebrations
open you to a special pilgrimage experience? 
For me, the experience of celebrating the canonization and my
50 years of profession was both emotional and spiritually life-
changing. Visiting different places such as the Basilica of Mary
Help of Christians or a museum, taking part in the
canonization and the Mass of the Rector Major on the Saturday
before the canonization, and being with 3000 Salesians at a
private audience with the Pope really all deeply affected me. I
came to realize what has happened in my life and what God has
given me to help others. It truly was an experience that will
really stay with me for the rest of my life.

3.) You were accompanied on this trip by a number of Salesian
Brothers from our province.  Did being a part of that
brotherhood add any significance to your experience?
Everyone from the province bonded very well together and got
to know each other. However, getting together with 700
Salesian Brothers from different parts of the world had an
impact on us. When we were with them, we saw that there was
another side of our vocation in that Don Bosco brought us
together with young people. That realization made an impact
on us. Through this experience, we realized how much our
vocation means to us. We realized that we have been gifted
with a beautiful vocation as a Salesian Brother. 

4.) What do you think young people need to know about the
vocation of the Salesian Brother from the perspective of St.
Artemides Zatti’s life? 
One thing that really stood out to me was accepting and doing
the will of God. No matter what our vocation is, I think that's
part of our vocation. As a Salesian Brother, or being with the
Salesians, we know that, by doing God's will, He takes over. If I
accept the will of God, He gives us different graces and ways of
reaching other people. We are becoming better than we are, and

He's using us to help spread His word to others. I think in
that particular area, through the example of St. Zatti, I
learned the importance of doing the will of God, accepting
it, and allowing Him to work with me to help others to
become and embody their full potential.

5.) What is the most precious memory or image that you
brought back with you from the canonization experience?
Two memories really clicked with me. The first was when
we attended the Mass with the brothers and the Rector
Major. After communion, I realized what had taken place
over the last 50 years of my profession as a Salesian
Brother. As I looked at St. Artemides Zatti, I realized what
he had done through working with God in different ways
and showing that he saw Jesus in everything he did, every
person he touched, especially at the hospital. As I gazed
around at the 700 Salesian Brothers in that church, I
realized that Jesus was in every one of us. By realizing that
truth, we became one.

The second memory was when I went to the Don Bosco
Museum in Valdocco. I went into the youth ministry section
of the museum. I sat down, and I looked there are three
pictures. One of them was Don Bosco’s dream at the age of
nine and what took place with that dream. That picture
drew me back to the day when I entered. I wasn't too sure if
I would go on. But I was willing to discern. I finally made



We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

Volume IV, Issue 11 | November 2022

09

Sr. Myriam Meus, FMA, poses at the entrance to the lower church of St. Francis in Assisi
Photo courtesy of Sr. Myriam Meus, FMA

the decision to enter after reading a passage in a book that
asked, "Which would you rather have: a number of your own
children? Or thousands upon thousands of spiritual children."
That experience made me realize that, over the past 50 years,
I've met thousands and thousands of young people. I realized
that, by meeting them, they changed my life and helped me
grow in my vocation.

6.) Is there anything you want to share with the Salesian
Family in this province from your “pilgrimage” to St.
Artemides Zatti’s canonization? 
The trip truly was a time of reflection. Looking back at my 50
years, praying and renewing myself for what comes next.  It
also brought out my emotions realizing how God has used me
in helping the young in many ways in growing in their faith.  I
pray that I have done a good job—no—a great job with His help
and assistance in bringing the young to Him so that He can
walk with them in spreading His message to others. 

of them came with the same purpose—to see the sacred
blood of Jesus in the miraculous corporal one more time. As
I looked at the crowd waiting for the Sacred Corporal to
pass by, I reflected on how God often uses miracles to
assemble people together and strengthen His Church. This
experience has given me a sense of the bigger Church and
strengthened my own faith and call to serve His Church.

Our journey continued in the town of Assisi, the birthplace
of Sts. Francis and Clare and where the tomb of Bl. Carlo
Acutis is found. As we entered the Basilica of St. Francis of
Assisi, where Holy Masses were celebrated in different
languages in different corners, we felt our souls on the
mountaintop with Jesus. I truly sensed that heaven and
earth have met in that place and the only language
necessary is that of Faith in God. Assisi is peaceful and awe-
filled from the beauty of nature itself to the way that God
worked with the lives of these Saints. Two great saints who
had abandoned their earthly wealth to embrace lives of
austerity for the sake of the kingdom of God. I witnessed a
renewed sense of sacredness among our pilgrims upon
hearing the stories of these saints. We walked in the city,
prayed in the Basilica of St. Clare, visited her tomb, and
once again witnessed how Faith brings people together. 

We then stopped at the Parish Church of St. Mary Major,
where the Sanctuary of the Spogliazione of St. Francis of

An Experience of a Lifetime
Reflection of a Pilgrim, Pt. 2

BY SR. MYRIAM MEUS, FMA

To travel to the heart of the Church is an experience of a
lifetime. During our Salesian Family Pilgrimage to Italy last
summer, we visited many historical and holy places. I am still
in awe whenever I think of these grounds. As a child, I often
heard of the miraculous Corporal, but I never thought I would
one day witness this Sacred Corporal being exposed and
processed throughout the streets of the city of Orvieto in
Umbria. That was the place where our pilgrimage took us on the
eve of Corpus Christi Sunday (in Italy, it is called Corpus
Domini). I did not only have to chance to adore Christ in this
Holy Miracle but to also witness how this miracle that
happened hundreds of years ago still brings people from all
parts of the world together. On the night of Corpus Christi
Sunday, the city of Orvieto was fully alive with pilgrims of
every age and race. In the procession of the Sacred Corporal, I
observed the different economical classes being represented,
from the ordinary farmer to the extraordinary dignitaries. All
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Save the date for next year's Salesian Family events
Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA

Assisi and the tomb of Carlo Acutis are located. This is a young
and modern saint so close to our time. I saw a mixture of hope,
wonder, and holy fear in the pilgrims’ faces at the sight of this
young man’s corpse lying down as if he were sleeping. There, I
prayed for all young people that Bl. Acutis might infuse the
same love that he had for Jesus in the Eucharist in them. I
prayed that young people may use the power of the internet to
spread the Good News of Christ-like Bl. Acutis did in his
lifetime on earth. I reflected on the faithfulness of Christ to His
Church in the lives of so many men and women who totally
surrendered to His grace. Bl. Carlo is a modern example that
tells all of us that we can be holy at any age. 

These places have invited us to realize that holiness is possible
for each of us. God has made available all the graces that we
need to be saints. When we look around and see God’s marvels
in his saints, we can say, "it is possible for me, too."

And to crown our time in Italy, our journey took us to the great
city of Rome.

Morning sessions: 7:30 -9:00 am ET from Turin
(multiple languages available)
Afternoon sessions: 2:00-3:30 pm ET from Quito,
Ecuador (in English, French, and Spanish) 
An online sharing of Salesian Family members in
Canada and the Eastern USA: 3:00-4:30 pm ET (in
English, French, and Spanish) 

Salesian Family Spirituality Days (January 12-15, 2023)
An online program introducing the Rector Major’s Strenna of 2023

“As the Yeast in Today’s Human Family:
The lay dimension in the Family of Don Bosco.”

 

Recordings of sessions will be available online throughout the week.

2023 Salesian Family Program
Salesian Family Provinces 
of Canada and Eastern USA

SAVE THE DATES AND KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

To be continued

The entrance to the medieval city of Assisi 
Photo by Sr. Myriam Meus, FMA

Mary Help of Christians Day (May 20, 2023)
A Day of Pilgrimage for the Salesian Family to honor 

Mary Help of Christians & St. Joseph
Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY
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Salesian Priests and Brothers at this year's Jubilees
Photo by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB 

Salesian Family Gatherings

On Saturday, October 15, the SUE Province honored 21
confreres who celebrated the anniversaries of their
profession and ordination. The celebration began with
Mass at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY, followed by
a reception in nearby Congers. 

Read the full article and explore pictures.

Salesian Family Festival (October 6-9, 2023)
“Out of Darkness and into His Marvelous Light: The Joy of Love”

For families and people of all ages, 
from infants to great-great-grandparents, to

Aid, Celebrate, Inform, 
Engage, & Sanctify

Families & Future Generations

Discovering and celebrating God’s infinite loving mercy
and compassion in our lives.
Enjoying multilingual activities and talks designed
specifically for families and different age groups.
Being engaged and challenged by dynamic speakers.
Being informed on what is happening in our society that
helps or harms family life and our children.
Bringing Don Bosco’s preventive system into the lives of
our families.
Nurturing the development of the domus ecclesiae (domestic
church) in our homes after the model of the Holy Family.
Knowing where to go when we need help as families,
parents, and children.
Strengthening our understanding and living our Baptismal
commitment in all we do.
Including families in the ministries already offered by other
organizations and in our parishes and schools.
Creating new outreach to struggling families and those in
need right where we live.
Finding God’s peace and joy that comes from living a
Sacramental, prayerful life.
Encountering Salesian Family leaders from North America
and the world.
Praying together as a Family of families: Holy Mass, Holy
Spouses Rosary, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Confessions.

by
 

SDB Jubilees

Salesian Brothers at this year's Jubilees
Photo by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

https://salesians.org/blog/sue-province-celebrates-21-jubilarians
https://photos.shutterfly.com/story_invite/a9b61f63-2934-4dd7-8ba2-8857f73e6693


Information for next year's Mary Help of Christians Festival
Designed by Sr. Denise Sickinger, FMA
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Salesian Cooperators joyful after having made their promise
Photo courtesy of Fr. Tom Dunne, SDB

The Salesian Family of Quebec gathered at the Don Bosco Youth
Leadership Center in Montreal on Saturday, October 22, for the
annual Salesian Family Day. This year’s theme was "As the
Yeast in Today’s Human Family." 

Fr. Richard Authier gave an explanation of the Strenna for 2023
and the meaning of the word "yeast." Sr. Francine followed with
a further explanation of the Strenna through a video
presentation with the help of Sr. Lise Guitard. Fr. Alain
Leonard presented a sketch on the Recipe for Holiness, and
Pierre Laroque spoke about the figure of St. Artemides Zatti.
After lunch, there was a presentation on integral ecology,
followed by the celebration of the Eucharist. Fr. Luc Lantagne
presided. 

Cooperators' Day of PrayerSalesian Family Day in Montreal

Newly Promised Cooperators
Congratulations to Delores Sirianni, Agnes Davila, Blanca
Esquivel, Patricia Apicella, and Camille Zappier, who made
their promise as Salesian Cooperators at the Marian Shrine
in Stony Point, NY on Saturday, October 8, at 12:00 pm ET.

Fr. Richard Authier speaks to attendees
Photo by Fr. Tito Iannaccio, SDB

On Saturday, October 22, the North Haledon Cooperators
sponsored a treat for the general public. It took place from
8:00 am through 4:00 pm ET at Mary Help of Christians
Academy for the first time after a three-year hiatus. Many
Salesian Cooperators from other Centers in the New York-
New Jersey area were present. Many returned and were
happy to be in physical company again.

View photos and videos

Salesian Cooperators at the Day of Prayer at Mary Help of Christians Academy in North Haledon
Photo by Sr. Christina Chong, FMA

About 40 SDBs, FMAs, ADMA, Salesian Cooperators, and Past
Pupils attended the event. They came from Montreal,
Sherbrooke, and other parts of Quebec. Fr. Dennis Donovan,
director of the Marian Shrine in Stony Point, NY was among
the guests. The oldest was Br. Gerard Richard, age 99, from
Sherbrooke!

https://salesiansisters.app.box.com/s/dn101u35n7gji8qdevbhnkt7rbcxgo8i/folder/178578082316
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13We are a Family that belongs all to Mary.

"Let us think only of spending the present day well.
Then when tomorrow shall have come, it will be

called today, and then we will think about it."
- St. Francis de Sales

Maria Auxilium Christianorum, 
ora pro nobis!
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Barbara Zisa, Salesian Cooperator
Photo courtesy of Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

Barbara Zisa, Salesian Cooperator

Fr. Tomasz Grzegorzewski, SDB
Photo by Fr. Mike Mendl, SDB

Fr. Tomasz Grzegorzewski, SDB

Requiescant in Pace

Sr. Lucy Kam-ying Yuen, FMA
Photo courtesy of www.legacy.com/us/obituaries

Sr. Lucy Kam-ying Yuen, FMA (SUO)
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